




















By Sister Théreése McDonough

here’s nothing in a caterpillar that tells you it’s going to be a butterfly’.

So wrote the Massachussets-born poet and inventor, Buckminster Fuller.

That thought gives us courage as we try to get to grips with our latest
foundation in the US - for us another leap in faith!

Fr. Michael Kerper is Pastor of Corpus
Christi Parish in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. Three parishes were
amalgamated, leaving a former Rectory
vacant. Fr. Kerper phoned me saying he
was hoping MMM could enter into this
new adventure.

The parish could offer the Sisters a
rent-free home in return for visits to the
homebound, nursing homes and
hospitals in the area. He thought there
might be Sisters available who are
beginning to ‘slow down a little’.

The Pastor said he has come to hold
MMM in the highest esteem and has
even visited our Motherhouse in
Drogheda on a number of occasions.
The greatest MMM impact on him
and the parish has been the healing
presence of Sister Nina Underwood.
After many years in East Africa she
returned to the USA in 2001 and
moved to Portsmouth, NH to be of
assistance to her elderly mother.

Slowly but surely Nina inserted herself
into the life of the Portsmouth

Corpus Christi
Parish Church
in Portsmouth,
New Hampshire

Father Michael Kerper

community. She is Minister of Spiritual
Care at Portsmouth Hospital and the
newly formed Parish of Corpus Christi.
The parishioners felt they would like
more Sisters to join her.

When our Area Leadership Team met
to discuss it the general sense was one
of joy, experiencing this invitation as
a gift. Before long we had three
volunteers.

Our welcome from both the staff and
parishioners at Corpus Christi was very
warm and helpful. Sister Veronica
Cawley brings her experience of
working in the same field of care at
Somerville, MA. Sister Mary Ellen
Sambuco joined us from New York,
where she had been ministering as a
school nurse in the Bronx.

Gratefully, as I write, the new
community is adjusting well to our new
setting and one another. Nina continues
to live with her mother nearby and we
gather regularly.

We go with the flow of what seems to
be God’s Spirit working with us. Watch
out for the butterfly!
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Sister Nina Underwood

Sister Nina Underwood as a young Sister was very well known among the missionaries and medical
personnel throughout the Turkana Desert in Kenya. As a pilot with the Flying Doctor Service, she was
also well known at Wilson Airport where she flew in regularly for a check-up on her one-engined
Cessna aeroplane.

Later in southern Sudan, she provided immeasurable help to people displaced by the war between the
Khartoum government and the SPLA rebel forces, until she was captured by an armed gang and
marched through the bush to a make-shift detention centre. After a week she was freed, without food
or water, and sent with a group through the heavily landmined marshes, till they reached the Nile,
and eventual deportation to northern Uganda. A month later she got a permit to return to Sudan
where she resumed her work. Now helping in the care of her elderly mother at her family home in Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, Nina also works in the Parish of Corpus Christi and provides pastoral care at the local Hospital.

—

A native of Hyde Park, Boston, following her nurse training at Boston State College, and midwifery
training in Drogheda, Sister Thérése was assigned to Brazil. Health care and health education in the
Basic Christian Communities on the periphery of Sdo Paulo kept her busy for many years, and then she
did a further two years among the people further south in the town of Colorado in the State of Parana.

By then MMM had decided to open new missions in the north-east of Brazil and Théreése moved to
a small town called Capim Grosso in the interior of the State of Bahia where she spent a further
ten years.

I

After she returned to the United States she took up work in New York with the Maryknoll
Institute. In 2003 she was elected Area Leader for MMM in USA. When the Leadership Team decided to
accept the invitation to staff a new mission in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, she was ready to volunteer!

Sister Veronica Cawley

Sister Veronica comes from Jamaica Plain, Boston and is famous for her special
gifts as a listener, counsellor and carer. Her life as an MMM has taken her far afield.
She has filled several posts at our Motherhouse in Ireland, fund-raising in Chicago, and is very
fondly remembered in Malawi where she served as Hospital Administrator at St. John’s in Mzuzu.

She studied Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Louis, MI, after which she took up pastoral work
in one of the most down-trodden suburbs of Lagos, Nigeria. She also worked for two years as
pastoral counsellor among people with HIV and AIDS at Masaka, Uganda.

Back in the United States, she served as Area Leader, and for the past number of years worked
with the Shepherd Center which links older adults together with the aim of enriching the later years of a person’s life with
opportunities for service to others. All of this experience will be a great blessing to the new MMM community at Portsmouth.

Sister Mary Ellen Sambuco

Sister Mary Ellen grew up in Irwin, Pennsylvania and completed her nurse training in Rhode Island
and her midwifery training in Ireland. Later she specialised in rehabilitative nursing. As well as
assignments in vocation ministry and fund-raising, she worked for several years in Malawi at

St. John’s Hospital in Mzuzu and at the Health Centre in Chipini.

On return to the US she was assigned to San Ysidro on the Mexican border. She has also done
voluntary work in Family Counselling in Boston and has worked in Pennsylvania with mentally
challenged people and their carers.

Mary Ellen has also been a visiting nurse-midwife in Mother and Child Health in Boston and in
Pennsylvania. Most recently she has worked as a school nurse in the Bronx in New York. No doubt all these skills will be
drawn upon as she joins the new MMM community in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

—
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Encouraging Developments in Angola qurin

TIANA IS THE NAME of a
\ / municipality located about
15 km from Angola’s capital
city, Luanda. It is home to MMM'’s
latest missionary endeavour. As in
every mission, the first steps
are fraught with problems that
are not for the faint-hearted.

Veteran missionary, Sister
Brigid Archbold, who has
spent more than 45 years in
Angola, was one of the first to
volunteer for this latest
venture in a satellite town
where there are no health
services.

Along with her, Sister
Laurinda Bundo, a native
of Angola, is patiently
negotiating the finer points
with various authorities. At
this early stage of the developments,
the two Sisters are lodging in an
annexe in the compound of the
Salesian Fathers.

Two more Sisters assigned to the
project are still outside Angola — Sister
Rosemary in Nigeria and Sister
Jaquelline in Rwanda. They are
anxiously watching for news of their
visas for Angola. Hopefully, before too
long this will be a vibrant international
team heading up a vibrant new health
service.

Our new neighbours in Viana cannot
wait to see that happen! Already they
are coming to ask for help with one
ailment or another, and asking when
will the Health Centre be running?
Already they can see the perimeter
walls completed. Construction of the
house where the Sisters will live began
on July 2. The builder says it will take
four months to complete.

You cannot mix cement without water!
When the drilling of the borehole
began everyone held their breath till
clean water flowed. It yields 1,500
litres per hour, but is a bit salty. The
area has no town electricity supply,

~ Sister Brigid Archbold was one of the fi

so the Sisters had to raise funds for a
generator to power the pump to bring
the water from the borehole.

The plans for the building include two
Consulting Rooms and a Laboratory.

for the new mission.

rst to volunteer

The services at the centre will be
preventive and curative, with special
emphasis on maternal health and
child welfare.

Each time Sister Laurinda has to go to
Luanda to talk to the various officials,
she begins with a twenty-minute

walk to the local taxi rank. As soon as
the taxi fills up, it will take her to the
main road. There she has to wait

for a ‘town taxi’ to fill up before
beginning the 15 km drive to

Luanda.

When her round of visits to the various
offices and suppliers is done,
she makes her way to a
Cyber Café to collect the
emails and then repeats

the above process to get
home to Viana.

The Sisters ask us to support
them very specially with our
prayers during these ‘hidden’
months of getting started.
And of course, they welcome
donations big or small, to
help get this new service

up and running. The people
have been a long time
waiting!

Jaime made their first profession of vows in 2007, they brought to

WHEN SISTERS Josefina Nambombi Lissimo and Linda de Sousa
four the number of native Angolan Sisters in MMM.

Sister Laurinda Bundo, the senior among our Angolan Sisters, and our Vocation
Directress barely made it to the bomb-wrecked city of Huambo in time for the
Ceremony. It was 'touch and go' whether she would get there, as flights are
often cancelled at the last minute due to fuel shortages in the country.

“I just made it,” she said, “and when I called out their names at the beginning
of the Profession Ceremony, and asked if they were ready to take this step and

follow their calling as MMMs,
they each stood up and said,
“Yes’. It was a wonderful
moment!”

For Josefina it was also a joyous
family reunion. She was joined
by her two brothers and her
God-parents. Both her parents
are deceased. The family was
separated for many years by the

country’s long civil war. None of them knew whether they would ever see one
another again. They have only been reunited very recently and this was the
first family celebration following all the years of sorrow and anxiety.

Both newly professed Sisters, Linda and Josefina, are nurse-midwives. They
recently returned to Angola following their Novitiate in Nairobi. Linda has
been assigned to our mission in Lubango while Josefina will remain in Huambo
working at the Health Centre of Sdo Luis. Also in that community is Sister
Mauricia Tete Liahuka, who made her first profession in Angola a year ago.

Sisters Mauricia, Linda and Josefina
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Generous Children
give MMM a

Helping Hand

Ninety Children from three First Communion Classes from Scoil Muire na nGael, Bay Estate,
Dundalk, Co. Louth who made their First Holy Communion in Holy
Family Church Dundalk. With the help of teachers M. Woods, G. O
Gallachoir and A. McCabe, they put together a very big contribution
to help children who need medical care in poorer countries.

m helps us to get a child
with polio walking again

Thank You

FOR ALL YOUR HELP

N
4
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Nothing delights us like the smile of a
well baby! Vanessa represents thousands
of children who can smile happily because
of your support to MMM. We continue to
work hard with other babies who suffer
from malnutrition, and in preventing the
killer diseases that can rob them of life
before they reach five years of age.

What your gift
can do!

helps us provide food
£15 supplements to a

| malnourished child for one month.
buys a

€75 bicycle

for a rural health
volunteer.

. e ¥y
Class 4B all aged 9-10 at Michael Hall School, East Sussex, raised funds
to help childlren who have become orphans through AIDS at Kapsoya |
Mission, Eldoret, Kenya. Class Teacher Mr. Marcus Cheney. o

Our Promise

When a donor specifies a country, project or
special need (e.g. famine or AIDS), 100% of
that donation is transferred to the specified
country or project. Non-specified donations
are allocated by us to the most urgent
current needs overseas, or may be added

to our General Mission Fund, which pays
for airfares, professional training of young
Sisters, and the numerous emergency needs
overseas for which assistance is required.

EUROPE:

Tel: +353 1 2887180.
OR donate online at:

Bank Details:

Bank of Ireland
Merrion Road
Dublin 4

MMM Communications,
Rosemount, Rosemount Terrace,
Booterstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland.

www.mmmworldwide.org

Medical Missionaries of Mary

OUR ADDRESS: Please mail your donation to:

USA:

Mission Development Office
4425 W. 63rd St., Ste 100
Chicago, IL 60629

Tel: (773) 735 3712

OR donate online at:
WWW.mmmusa.org

Account Number: 62835417
Sort Code: 90-12-12

IBAN IE88 BOFI 9012 1262 8354 17
BIC BOFIIE2D
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Medical Missionaries of Mary

Bringing healthcare to places of great need

Rooted and
Founded in Love
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MMM COMMUNICATIONS MEDICAL MISSIONARIES OF MARY
ROSEMOUNT DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

ROSEMOUNT TERRACE 4425 W. 63rd STREET, STE. 100
BOOTERSTOWN CHICAGO

CO. DUBLIN, IRELAND IL 60629, USA

Tel: 353-1-2887180 Tel: (773) 737 3712

Email: info@mmmworldwide.org Email: development@mmmusa.org

Find out more at:

www.mmmworldwide.org




